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Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an automatic focusing device capable of performing focusing 
operation at high speed by reducing mechanical driving in terms of the decision of the driving direction 
of a photographing lens, and an imaging device contributing to the speedup of the decision of the 
direction in focusing control. SOLUTION: By utilizing the structural feature (level difference) of the 
imaging device, the speedup of direction deciding processing in AF operation is realized. By making 
optical path length different by a minute distance, plural image signals are collected and a focusing 
direction is decided based on the collected image signals. Then, an image pickup lens is moved to a 
focusing position in the decided focusing direction. COPYRIGHT: (C)2001,JPO 
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